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Welcome 
 

 All worshipers are asked to help us be a friendly church by signing our Friendship Register.  Look for the 
small blue binder located near on the inside of each aisle. 

 

 Restrooms are located across the breezeway just inside the doors to our Grace Hall.   

 

 A cry room/nursery room for parents needing to quiet small children is located at the back of the 
chapel.  The room is equipped with chairs and toys and offers audio of our services. 

 

 There is coffee located across the breezeway in the Grace Hall.  
 

 If you would like to know more about Grace - Yorba Linda, visit our website at 
www.gracelutheran.church. A membership class, a class that covers the basic teachings of the Bible 
and what it means to be a Christian is beginning soon.  Speak to Pastor Sievert for more information.  
We would also love to share information with you about our Sunday worship services, our weekly 
Bible Classes, and our youth programs. We look forward to visiting with you. 

 
               Grace Lutheran Church  

       is a member of the  

     Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

       and California Lutheran High School
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4th Sunday in Lent 
March 19, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week our 
Gathering Rite 
used words from 
Psalm 27. This 
week we use 
Psalm 130: “out 
of the depths.”    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring (“lengten,” 
the time of the year when the days grow longer). For the last 1700 
years, the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter as a time of preparation, of repentance and renewal. So it is that 
during Lent our rejoicing is muted as we remember our Lord’s suffering 
and death (song with “Alleluia” are often omitted). But it is with a purpose: 
we know that the Lord who died took up his life again on Easter Sunday 
morning. So our 40 days (for precise counters, the Sundays aren’t counted as 
part of Lent and are considered “little Easters”) are observed knowing that 
Jesus entered into our world to give us new life.  In love, he came to… 

The most unlikely of places: 

 Feb.26:    In the Garden at a tree… find the Devil defeated 
 Mar.5:     In a far away land… find a new life 
 Mar.12:   In the desert…  find thirst quenching water 
 Today:     In the dark…    find perfect sight 
 Mar.26:   At the grave…   find death destroyed 

Apr.2:      On a donkey…  find your King 

____________________________________ 

 

Remember Your Love        Entrance Song: Psalm 130 
 

CONGREGATION STANDS  
Refrain 

 
 

L: As watchmen who wait upon the daylight, wait for the Lord. I 
trust in your kindness and redemption and your faithful word. 
 

C: Refrain  
 

L: Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape, 
even then, O Lord, you were our refuge throughout ev’ry age. 

 

C: Refrain 
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The “Lord, have 
mercy” reflects 
the readings for 
the day. Today, 
Jesus gives sight 
to the blind and 
calls us to walk in 
the light. 

INVOCATION 
 

L:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

L:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and 

that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and action.  I 

have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I 

deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am 

truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 

pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

L:  1.  Lord Jesus,  
          You came to      
          heal our   
          blindness:  
 

     2.  Christ Jesus,    
         You see what  
          we cannot  
          see:   
 

     3.  Lord Jesus,  
         You bring light 
          to the world: 

 
L:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  (spoken)  Amen.  (repeat the refrain) 
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BE SEATED 
 

 

 

Perfect sight is 

found in the light 

of Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE STAND 

 

 

 

 

GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

      L: The Lord be with you. 
      C:  And also with you. 
 

L:  Let us pray. 
 

 O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of 

the blind and showed yourself to them. Turn our eyes away from 

worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     C:  Amen.   
 

FIRST READING      Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all 
goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the 
Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in 
secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—and 
everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is said: 

 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
     rise from the dead, 
     and Christ will shine on you.”  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY      PSALM 27 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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In Jesus, 

blindness and 

darkness is 

banished. 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                           John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 
that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we 
must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, 
and put it on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of 
Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came 
home seeing. 
 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on 
which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a 
Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his 
sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about 
him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you 
lecture us!” And they threw him out. 
 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he 
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 
you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said,“For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will 

see and those who see will become blind.”  

L: This is the Gospel of our Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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In the darkness… 

Find Perfect 
Sight 

HYMN OF THE DAY      By Faith 
 

 

SERMON      Judges 16:23-31 
 

23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to 
Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, 
our enemy, into our hands.” 

24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, 

“Our god has delivered our enemy 
    into our hands, 
the one who laid waste our land 
    and multiplied our slain.” 

 
25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain 
us.” So they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. 

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who 
held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, 
so that I may lean against them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men 
and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were 
about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then 
Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, 
strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the 
Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central 
pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right 
hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die 
with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the 
temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when 
he died than while he lived. 

31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. 
They brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the 
tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and LORD’S PRAYER 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   Hallowed be thy name,  
   Thy kingdom come,  
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and    

     ever.  Amen. 

 

 
CLOSING PRAYER and BLESSING 
 

 L. The LORD bless you and keep you. 
      The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
      The LORD look on your with favor and give you peace. 
 C.  Amen. 
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