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The Festival of the Nativity of Our Lord 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

L:   To you is born this day in the city of David a Savior who is Christ the Lord. 
 

C:   Oh, come, let us adore him! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

L:   Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free from 
our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C:  Amen.  (spoken) 
 

 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 52:7-10 
 God’s messengers announce peace and joy to the world. 
 

7 How beautiful on the mountains  
    are the feet of those who bring good news, 
     who proclaim peace, 
            who bring good tidings, 
            who proclaim salvation, 
      who say to Zion,     “Your God reigns!” 
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 
                                    together they shout for joy. 
 When the LORD returns to Zion, 
            they will see it with their own eyes. 
9 Burst into songs of joy together,     you ruins of Jerusalem, 
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     for the LORD has comforted his people, 
                                                      he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10 The LORD will lay bare his holy arm 
                            in the sight of all the nations, 
   and all the ends of the earth will see    the salvation of our God. 
 

          The Word of the Lord 
          Thanks be to God. 

 
 

SECOND READING                                      1 John 1:1-4 
 God’s messengers proclaim fellowship with God to make joy complete. 
                                                               

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the 
Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have 
seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 
 

          The Word of the Lord. 
          Thanks be to God! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1-14 
 The eternal Word comes to dwell on earth. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; 
he came only as a witness to the light. 

 

9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
     

14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the     
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

L:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C:  Thanks be to God! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY      O Little Town Of Bethlehem 

 
SERMON               based on John 1:1-5 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH    
 

 

  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 

 

BLESSING  
 

L: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us 
with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of 
eternal life.  

 
 And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit —  
 be upon you and remain with you always. 
C:   Amen.  (spoken) 
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CLOSING HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten  
  Christian Worship #358 
 
 

  


