
 
 

 
PREPARE FOR JESUS’ COMING 
by praying, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 

  
 
 

 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 18, 2022  



Grace Lutheran Church  
                                                                    Yorba Linda, California 
 
                                                                                                          Gathering around Grace 
                                                                                                                 Growing in Grace   
                                                                Going with Grace 

 
December 18,  
 2022 
  
Advent 4 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

          “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”  (Romans 1:6)  
 

2 

  WHEN THE TIME HAD FULLY COME…   
November 27:  Understanding the Present 
December 4:     Reflecting on the Past 
December 11:   Rejoicing in the Future 
Today:      Praying O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 The Season of Advent (Latin for “coming”) focuses on God’s perfect timing by helping us prepare for 
Jesus coming. The roots of Advent go back all the way to the 400s in France and Italy. The length of 
Advent was fixed at four weeks by about 600 AD.  

 

Today – we simply pray for the Savior to come, the one who is Emmanuel. 
 

    May our Lord richly bless you as you prepare to greet Jesus this Christmas. 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 

WELCOME!  Things to know for worship:  
 

• The service is printed in this folder except for a couple of the songs.  You’ll find those in the blue 
hardcover song books. 

 

• A cry room is available for parents with young ones.  It is located in the back corner of the church 
on the window side. 

 

• If you are a guest with us today and would like to learn more about Grace Church, we would love 
it if you would share some contact information with us. There is a place you enter that 
information in our entry way. 

 

• Offerings – guests, you are welcome to participate in sharing an offering today but please do not 
feel obligated.  The Bible teaches this is one way to say thank you to God, to worship Him and 
serve others by supporting His ministry.  But it also teaches this shouldn’t be done because we 
“have to” but out of thanks for all He has done for us. 

  

• If you would like to know more about our church or what we teach and believe, or are interested 
in membership, please visit with our pastor or vicar.  There is also lots of material to look at in our 
information center in the entryway.   

            
gracelutheran.church 

 

6550 Fairmont Blvd 
Office: 714-779-2384  

 
 

                    Pastor: Phillip Sievert     Vicar: Hugo Ugalde-Bemer  Accompanist:  Margie E. 

http://www.lordoflife.net/
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PRESERVICE MUSIC     Jeff Schram and Jessica Mabry 
 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 When the time had fully come, God sent his son, born of a woman, born under 
law, to redeem those under law, 

  
 John prepared people for the coming of our Lord by preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of ours sins.  As baptized children of God, we confess: 
  

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 
When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, to redeem 
you. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 
  

GOD’S WORD AND OUR PRAYERS 
 

The Old Testament reading for today: Isaiah 7:10-14  
The Gospel reading for today:         Matthew 1:18-25 
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SERMON       based on Romans 1:1-7  
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the 
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, 
who as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was 
appointed the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called 
to belong to Jesus Christ. 

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

THE GREAT O ANTIPHONS  
 

The Great O Antiphons are seven brief prayers that are traditionally sung on successive days 
starting on December 17. Although the precise origin of these texts is unknown, by the 8th 
century, churches and communities throughout eastern Europe were using them during the 
season of Advent. They became the basis of the well-known hymn, “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel,” Christian Worship 327. 
 
These antiphons are rich in meaning. Each begins with the acclamation “O” and addresses Jesus 
by one of his messianic titles from the Old Testament. Each antiphon ends with a heartfelt plea 
for his coming.  
 

 
 

A:  O Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the Anointed of the nations and their Savior. 
C:  Come and save us, O Lord, our God. 
 

M:  Lead us to acknowledge that we are sinners in your sight and restore to us the joy of 
your salvation. 
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C: Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
     That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Isaiah 11:1-2 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

 

A: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and permeating 
all creation, mightily order all things;  

C:  Come and make us friends of God. 
 

M:  Help us to hear again during this season the precious promises of your coming that 
we may find joy in the celebration of your holy birth, confidence as your Word works 
in our hearts, and hope as we long for you to come again in glory. 

 

C: Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily; 
     To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. 
     Rejoice ! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Exodus 2:13-17 and John 20:26-29 

 

A: O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush and gave him the law on Sinai,  

C:  Come with an outstretched arm and redeem us. 
 

M:  Give us power every day to battle against Satan, our sinful nature, and the evil 
around us so that our hearts might find rest in you alone. 



Grace Lutheran Church  
                                                                    Yorba Linda, California 
 
                                                                                                          Gathering around Grace 
                                                                                                                 Growing in Grace   
                                                                Going with Grace 

 
December 18,  
 2022 
  
Advent 4 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

          “And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.”  (Romans 1:6)  
 

6 

 

C: Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 
     In ancient times gave holy law, in cloud and majesty and awe. 
     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Isaiah 11:8-10 and Luke 1:26-33  

 

A: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are 
mute, to whom the nations will do homage,  

C:  Come quickly to deliver us. 
 

M:  Guide those you permit to govern the nations of the world.  Lead all of humankind 
to acknowledge your divine power in this created world that many might seek you 
and find your love in the gospel and your kingdom may come. 

 

C: Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem. From every foe deliver them 
     That trust your mighty pow’r to save: Bring them in victory through the grave. 
     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 

 

A: O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open and no one can close; you 
close and no one can open;  

C:  Come and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow of death.  
 

M:  Help us to witness to family and friends who are struggling with the weight of sin 
because they do not know your love.  Let our words comfort those who are grieving, 
afraid, confused, and burdened by an accusing conscience. 

 

C: Oh, come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home. 
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     Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 
      Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Isaiah 9:1-2 and John 8:12 

 

A: O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting,  
C:  Come and enlighten those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.  
 

M:  Watch over those who are sick in body or mind, heal those who have been injured, 
relieve the darkness of those in depression, and give medical personnel and 
caregivers strength and patience in their ministry of mercy. 

 

C: Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh;  
    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight.  
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 
Isaiah 9:6-7 and Ephesians 2:18-23 

 

A: O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone for uniting all people,  
C:  Come and save us all, whom you formed out of clay.  
 

M:  Bring peace to our troubled world, restore unity in families that have been broken 
by sin and strife, and lead us to be faithful friends and loving family members.  
Amen. 

 

C: Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind; 
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Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, and be yourself the King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

 BLESSING 2 Corinthians 13:11; Romans 12:16; Psalm 100:2; Numbers 6:24-26 

L:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness.  

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN VERSE  
 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to you; here, Lord, abide! 
Oh, enter with your saving grace; show me your kind and friendly face. 

Your Holy Spirit guide us on until our glorious goal is won. 
Eternal praise and fame we offer to your name. 
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We would love it if you would share your poinsettia with us for worship next 
week. Bring it to church by noon on Saturday and take it home after the 
weekend so you can enjoy it the rest of the Christmas season. 

 
Invitations to worship are available in the entry way.  Take some home and hand them out. 
 

 


