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PREPARE FOR JESUS’ COMING 
by reflecting on the past promises of God 

  
Second Sunday in Advent 

December 4, 2022  
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  WHEN THE TIME HAD FULLY COME…   
Today:  Understanding the Present 
December 4:  Reflecting on the Past 
December 11:  Rejoicing in the Future 
December 18:  Praying O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 The Season of Advent (Latin for “coming”) focuses on God’s perfect timing by helping us prepare for 
Jesus coming. The roots of Advent go back all the way to the 400s in France and Italy. The length of 
Advent was fixed at four weeks by about 600 AD.  

 

Today – we focus on the Past Promises of God and his call to repentance. 
 

    May our Lord richly bless you as you prepare to greet Jesus this Christmas. 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
 

WELCOME!  Things to know for worship:  
 

• The service is printed in this folder except for a couple of the songs.  You’ll find those in the blue 
hardcover song books. 

 

• A cry room is available for parents with young ones.  It is located in the back corner of the church 
on the window side. 

 

• If you are a guest with us today and would like to learn more about Grace Church, we would love 
it if you would share some contact information with us. There is a place you enter that 
information in our entry way. 

 

• Offerings – guests, you are welcome to participate in sharing an offering today but please do not 
feel obligated.  The Bible teaches this is one way to say thank you to God, to worship Him and 
serve others by supporting His ministry.  But it also teaches this shouldn’t be done because we 
“have to” but out of thanks for all He has done for us. 

  

• If you would like to know more about our church or what we teach and believe, or are interested 
in membership, please visit with our pastor or vicar.  There is also lots of material to look at in our 
information center in the entryway.   

            
gracelutheran.church 

 

6550 Fairmont Blvd 
Office: 714-779-2384  

 
 

                    Pastor: Phillip Sievert     Vicar: Hugo Ugalde-Bemer  Accompanist:  Phyllis Lindley 

http://www.lordoflife.net/
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 In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 

 When the time had fully come, God sent his son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law, 

 That we might receive the full rights of sons.    (Galatians 4:4, 5).  

 
 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world.               (John 8:12) 
 Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”          
 

 In him was life, and that life was the light of men.  The light shines in the darkness, 
 But the darkness has not understood it.                (John 1:4,5) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
 Let us pray. 

 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming give us 
strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 Amen. 
 

 Be seated as Mary sat at Jesus’ feet to hear the one thing needful – God’s Word. 
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GOD’S WORD 

FIRST READING        Isaiah 11:1-10 
God repeats his promise of a perfect king who would bring perfect peace.                           

 
 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— 
3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. 
   

  He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the 
earth. 
 He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 
 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
  the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the 
viper’s nest. 
9 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy 
mountain, 
  for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of 
the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
 

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for 
the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting 
place will be glorious. 

 

 After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
THE PSALM         Psalm 130 
 

  We’ll sing the refrain before and after the Psalm, and the read the verses together. 

 

Stand 
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       LUKE 3:4,6 
 

 Alleluia. Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17891a
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 And all people will see God’s salvation. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL        Matthew 3:1-12 
John prepares the way for the Lord. 

 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
 ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”[Isaiah 40:3] 

 

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region 
of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said 
to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already 
at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, 
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the  
barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 
 After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. 
    Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Behold a Branch is Growing (360) 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23196a
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SERMON based on Romans 15:4-13 

GOD’S PAST PROMISES PROMISE HOPE 
To encourage us to endure 

To unite us to praise 
 

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 
endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have 
hope. 
 
5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one voice you may 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 8For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9and, moreover, that the Gentiles 
might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 
 I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
 let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
 one who will arise to rule over the nations; 
 in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

  
 

 

 BLESSING 2 Corinthians 13:11; Romans 12:16; Psalm 100:2; Numbers 6:24-26 

L:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
gladness.  

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:   Amen. 


