
 

   

                                             
 
 

 

Serve God with money; 
You CANNOT Serve both.                      

      
 

 
 
 
 
 

Fifteenth  Sunday after Pentecost 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Gathering around Grace in worship – Growing in Grace in study – Going with Grace in love 

in Yorba Linda, California, the land of gracious living  
 
 

6550 Fairmont Blvd   

Yorba Linda, CA 92886  

# 714-779-2384 / gracelutheran.church 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Sievert – 720-364-1002 / pdsievert@aol.com or pastor@gracelutheran.church 

 

Welcome 
 

 If you would like to know more about Grace, visit our website at gracelutheran.church. A membership 
class, a class that covers the basic teachings of the Bible and what it means to be a Christian meets 
quarterly. A new one is starting soon. Contact Pastor Sievert for more information.  We would also love 
to share information with you about our Sunday worship services, our weekly Bible Classes, and our 
youth programs.  
 

 Restrooms are across the breezeway, in our Grace Hall… a cry room is available in the back left corner 
of our church.  
 

 Coffee and treats are available after church. We would love to visit with you and answer your questions. 
 
 
 

  Grace Lutheran Church  

       is a member of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 and California Lutheran High School 
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September 18, 2022 
15th after Pentecost 

 
 

 

 

The God who blesses 

us with all good 

things and who  

forgives all bad 

things, is worthy of 

our praise – of all 

praise! 

 

STAND 

 

HARD SAYINGS  - Jesus made his way to Jerusalem with a sense of urgency for it was 
there that he would die for the world. With a sense of urgency then, he shared truths 
we need to hear, even if those truths are hard to hear. With his sayings, he reverses the 
normal and natural order of things as we follow him. But why should that surprise us? 
His life and work are the opposite of what one would expect. 
 
 8/21 – The first will be last; the last will be first. 
 8/28 -  The humble will be exalted; the exalted will be humbled. 
 9/4 -    Set aside the easy; take up what’s hard. 
  9/11 – The Found are left; the lost are found. 
 Today – Serve God with money; you can’t serve both. 
 

           (previous sermons are archived on our website/YouTube channel)  
            
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
     and will forgive us our sins 
     and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, 
     I am sinful by nature 
 and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
     I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
     I have not loved others as I should. 
 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
     But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
 with his innocent suffering and death. 
     Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection 
The Ministry of the Keys is the special right and privilege Jesus gave to his Church to announce 
forgiveness in his name. 
John 20:23 
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Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 The Word    
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, you have told us not to be anxious about what we need for this life. Move 
our hearts to seek you and your kingdom, that all good things may be given to us 
as well; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 

FIRST READING               1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19 
  

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, 
we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation 
and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs. 
 

17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19In 
this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
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This can be a 

difficult parable of 

Jesus, but its main 

point is clear even 

to those who are 

not Christians (the 

shrewd manager): 

You cannot serve 

both God and $. 

One day that 

money will  be 

taken away, so 

Jesus calls us to use 

it now to serve the 

One who can never 

be taken away 

from us.  

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Matthew 6:33 
 

Alleluia. Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
given to you as well.  Alleluia. 

 
 

GOSPEL READING     Luke 16:1-13 
  

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of 
wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear 
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager 
any longer.’ 
3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my 
job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do 
so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’ 
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much 
do you owe my master?’ 
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred 
and fifty.’ 
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. 
For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than 
are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  
 

10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who 
will give you property of your own? 
 

13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, 
or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and money.” 

 

After the Gospel, the we respond: 

  M.  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C.  Praise be to you, O Christ.  

 
HYMN OF THE DAY:     Take My life And Let It Be (695) 
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A New 
Occupation 
for You:   
 
Gladness of 
Heart 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 SERMON READING     Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 
 

8 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be 
surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are 
others higher still. 9 The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits 
from the fields. 

10 Whoever loves money never has enough; 
    whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
    This too is meaningless. 

11 As goods increase,  
    so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owners 
    except to feast their eyes on them? 

12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 
    whether they eat little or much, 
but as for the rich, their abundance 
    permits them no sleep. 

13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 

wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
14 

    or wealth lost through some misfortune, 
so that when they have children 
    there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
15 Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 
    and as everyone comes, so they depart. 
They take nothing from their toil 
    that they can carry in their hands. 

16 This too is a grievous evil: 

As everyone comes, so they depart, 
    and what do they gain, 
    since they toil for the wind? 
17 All their days they eat in darkness, 
    with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to 
drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of 
life God has given them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives someone 
wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in 
their toil—this is a gift of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because 
God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart. 
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BLESSING 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and  be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:    Amen.  
 


