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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Gathering around Grace in worship – Growing in Grace in study – Going with Grace in love 

in Yorba Linda, California, the land of gracious living  
 
 

6550 Fairmont Blvd   

Yorba Linda, CA 92886  

# 714-779-2384 / gracelutheran.church 

 

 

Pastor Phillip Sievert – 720-364-1002 / pdsievert@aol.com or pastor@gracelutheran.church 

 

Welcome 
 

 If you would like to know more about Grace, visit our website at gracelutheran.church. A membership 
class, a class that covers the basic teachings of the Bible and what it means to be a Christian meets 
quarterly. A new one is starting this month. Contact Pastor Sievert for more information.  We would 
also love to share information with you about our Sunday worship services, our weekly Bible Classes, 
and our youth programs.  
 

 Restrooms are across the breezeway, in our Grace Hall… a cry room is available in the back left corner 
of our church.  
 

 Coffee and treats are available after church. We would love to visit with you and answer your questions. 
 
 
 

  Grace Lutheran Church  

       is a member of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 and California Lutheran High School 
 

mailto:pdsievert@aol.com
mailto:pastor@gracelutheran.church


 

 

September 4, 2022 
13th after Pentecost 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAND 

 

HARD SAYINGS  - Jesus made his way to Jerusalem with a sense of urgency for it 
was there that he would die for the world. With a sense of urgency then, he 
shared truths we need to hear, even if those truths are hard to hear. With his 
sayings, he reverses the normal and natural order of things. But why should that 
surprise us? His life and work are the opposite of what one would expect. 
 
 8/21 – The first will be last; the last will be first. 
 8/28 -  The humble will be exalted; the exalted will be humbled. 
 9/4 -    Set aside the easy; take up what’s hard. 
 

      
 
 

OPENING HYMN:  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say   (703) 
              
 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CONFESSION 
 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
     and will forgive us our sins 
     and purify us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
Holy God, gracious Father, 
     I am sinful by nature 
 and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
     I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
     I have not loved others as I should. 
 I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
     But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
 with his innocent suffering and death. 
     Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 



4 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before they 

entered into the 

Promised Land, 

Moses offered 

God’s people a 

choice of two paths 

– the easy one that 

leads to death; or 

the harder one that 

leads to life. 

 

 

 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

 

 

 The Word    
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O merciful Lord, you did not spare your only Son but delivered him up for us 
all. Grant us courage and strength to take up the cross and follow him, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

FIRST READING              Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 

 

15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I 
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and 
to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and 
the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn 
away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day 
that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 

19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and 
your children may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his 
voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many 
years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
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The cost of 

discipleship is 

hard: take up 

your cross and 

follow him. 

After the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL READING     Luke 14:25-35 
  

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26“If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my 
disciple. 27And whoever does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my 
disciple. 

28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29For if you 
lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule 
you, 30saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

31“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit 
down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand? 32If he is not able, he will send a 
delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace. 33In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have 
cannot be my disciples. 

34“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 35It is 
fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

  
 

 

After the Gospel reading we say: 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:       Before You I Kneel  

 

 
 
SERMON  based on the second reading            Philemon 1, 7-21 
 

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—  

 7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, 
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. 

8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be bold and order you to do what you ought 
to do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love. It is as none other than 
Paul—an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus— 10 that I appeal to you 
for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains.  11 Formerly he 
was useless to you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 

12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. 13 I would have liked to 
keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in 
chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything without your consent, so 
that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps 
the reason he was separated from you for a little while was that you might have 
him back forever— 16 no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear 
brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and 
as a brother in the Lord. 

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If 
he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am 
writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back—not to mention that you owe 
me your very self. 20 I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in 
the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to 
you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name,  thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 

L: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:    Amen.  
  

 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (617)   
 


