
 

 
 

Our Advent Prayer: 
O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel 
 

Advent 3 – December 12, 2021 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Gathering around Grace in worship – Growing in Grace in study – Going with Grace in love 

in Yorba Linda, California, the land of gracious living  
 
 

6550 Fairmont Blvd   

Yorba Linda, CA 92886  

# 714-779-2384 / gracelutheran.church 

 

Accompanist –Phyllis Lindley 

 

Pastor Phillip Sievert – 720-364-1002 / pdsievert@aol.com or pastor@gracelutheran.church 

 

Welcome 
 

 If you would like to know more about Grace, visit our website at gracelutheran.church. A membership 
class, a class that covers the basic teachings of the Bible and what it means to be a Christian is beginning 
soon.  Contact Pastor Sievert for more information.  We would also love to share information with you 
about our Sunday worship services, our weekly Bible Classes, and our youth programs.  
 

 Restrooms are across the breezeway, in our Grace Hall… a cry room is available in the back left corner 
of our church.  
 

 Coffee and treats are available after church. We would love to visit with you and answer your questions. 
 
 

  Grace Lutheran Church  

       is a member of the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 and California Lutheran High School 
 

mailto:pdsievert@aol.com
mailto:pastor@gracelutheran.church


 

Advent 3 

 

December 12, 

2021 

 

 

 

 
Each Sunday during 
the gathering rite 
Advent candles are 
lighted. Music 
occurs throughout 
this rite to 
accompany singing 
and as background 

music to 
communicate 
themes of longing 
and repentance and 
prayer for our Lord 
to come.  

 

 

 

Genesis 1:26;  

Romans 6:23 
 

 

The Lord is coming and we are getting closer and closer to celebrating that coming. Here 
in church the tree is decorated, the wreaths are up, the music is festive and the candle 
we light today is pink. All because our Lord’s coming brings us peace and joy!  Let’s  
  

Prepare by Prayer This Advent – Today: For Peace and Joy  
                                    
  

 

     
 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING  

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: When God created the world, he made the crown of his creation—the 
human race—in his image. Perfect people lived in a perfect world in a 
perfect relationship with God. 

C: But mankind rebelled against God, bringing sin into the world and 
death to all. God declared the wages of sin to be death. We too are 
guilty, and we confess our sinful thoughts, words, and actions. 

M: However, God—who is Love—did not want to be separated from his 
children forever. He promised a Savior who would bear the punishment 
for sin, defeat the devil, and break the bonds of death.   
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Galatians 4:4,5;  

1 Peter 1:8,9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Corin. 5:16-21 

 

 

M: When the time had fully come, God sent his Son. Jesus, our Savior, has 
paid the ransom for your debt; your sins are forgiven. In view of God’s 
mercy, today we light the joy candle. Though we have not seen Jesus, 
we love him; and even though we do not see him now, we believe in 
him. 

C: And we are filled with an inexpressible joy, for we are receiving the  
 end result of our faith, the salvation of our souls. 

 

M: In the joy of God we go to the world—to our friends, relatives, 
acquaintances and neighbors. We regard no one from a worldly point 
of view. If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come. All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation. 

C: God has committed to us the ministry of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. Jesus, who had no sin, became sin for us; in him 
we have become the righteousness of God. 
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Sometimes referred 

to as the “Collect,” 

these ancient 

prayers “collect” 

the thoughts of the 

day for the people 

in the form of a 

petition.  
 
 
 
The truly wonderful 

thing is not that we 

rejoice over God, but 

that he actually 

rejoices and sings 

over us!

The Word    

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 
mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your 
light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 

 

 

FIRST READING           Zechariah 3:14-17  

14 Sing, Daughter Zion; 
    shout aloud, Israel! 
    Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 
15 The LORD has taken away your punishment, 
               he has turned back your enemy. 
   The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; 
               never again will you fear any harm. 
16 On that day 
    they will say to Jerusalem, 
                      “Do not fear, Zion; 
                        do not let your hands hang limp. 
 

17 The LORD your God is with you, 
    the Mighty Warrior who saves. 
        He will take great delight in you; 
        in his love he will no longer rebuke you,    (or “he will quiet you with his love;”) 

        he will rejoice over you with singing.” 

 
Repentance is actually a joyful activity. While we are contrite about sin, we rejoice that we have a Savior 

whose life, death, and resurrection mean that we will escape sin’s punishment. We joyfully turn to him in 

faith. And in gratitude, we joyfully produce fruits of repentance. 
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GOSPEL       Luke 3:7-18 

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you 
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the 
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” 

10 “What should we do then?” the crowd asked. 

11 John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has none, 
and anyone who has food should do the same.” 

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should we do?” 

13 “Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them. 

14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?” 

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with your 
pay.” 

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 
with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing 
fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but 
he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”18 And with many other words John 
exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

 

M:  This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY     #7 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

SERMON based on Philippians 4:4-7 

Prepare for Advent by Prayer: For Peace and joy    
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your 

promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. 

Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your 

people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to 

shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines 

and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will 

see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.  

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
    Hallowed be thy name,  

   Thy kingdom come,  
   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
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And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever  
    and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.  

C:  Amen. 


	PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

