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The Gifts of Christmas 

 
Gifts!  It’s that time of the year: when kids can’t 
wait to open them; when we spend way too much 
time in lines and online and in traffic searching for 
them; when we don’t know which ones to give 
and they are often ones we don’t need.   
  

God however has provided us with the perfect 
gift, the gift we cannot do without.  We’ll 
celebrate that gift of His Son at Christmas.  Until 
then, the Church uses the season of Advent to 
prepare us to receive that Gift.  Today:  Jesus 
Comes – with Gifts that are Priceless. 
 

Advent (Latin for “He comes”) helps us prepare 
for and anticipate the festival of Christmas 
much like Lent helps us prepare for Easter.  The 
roots of Advent go back all the way to the 400’s 
in France and Italy. The color of the season is 
blue for royalty. Our King is coming! 

 

 Advent 1:   Jesus Comes –  through the Gift of Baptism 

Advent 2:    Jesus Comes – through the Gift of Preaching 

Today:  Jesus Comes –   with Gifts that are Priceless 

December 20: Jesus Comes –   with Gifts to Receive 

Christmas Eve -   Jesus –  the Greatest Gift  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gathering around Grace – Growing in Grace – Going with Grace 
 
 

6550 Fairmont Blvd / Yorba Linda, CA 92886  
 714-779-2384 / gracelutheran.church 

 
Pastor Phillip Sievert –  

720-364-1002   
pdsievert@aol.com or pastor@gracelutheran.church 

mailto:pdsievert@aol.com
mailto:pastor@gracelutheran.church


 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.            

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to God the Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

M:  Holy and merciful Father,  
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C.   Amen.         John 20:21-23 
 
 
M: “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me.” 
C: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”     (Revelation 22:12,20) 
 

M:  We light three Advent candles, remembering Jesus, the light of the 
world.  He came to defeat the prince of darkness in answer to his people’s 
prayers. 

C:  We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John 
proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 
M: We hear his call to see the light. 
C:  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence.  

 
After three advent candles are lit (and notice the third candle is pink symbolizing joy) we 
sing this hymn that focuses our attention on our Savior. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXkIeIhU4GkAFv2jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTJhaWRna2kwBHNlYwNmcC10aHVtYnMEc2xrA2ltZwRvaWQDM2I4YjE2MjRjYmM2ZDU2Mjc0NzliYjQwY2NkMmI4MjQEZ3BvcwM1NgRpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=http://www.goodsearch.com/search-image?keywords%3D3%2Badvent%2Bcandles&w=182&h=200&imgurl=1.bp.blogspot.com/_JnSrxGjaqnQ/SyUJjIKllAI/AAAAAAAABdg/pHN8kW_jNBc/s200/3%2Badvent%2Bcandles%2Blit.gif&rurl=http://hisdaughter02.blogspot.com/2009_12_01_archive.html&size=14.1KB&name=Sunday,+December+13,+2009&p=3+advent+candles&oid=3b8b1624cbc6d5627479bb40ccd2b824&fr2=&fr=&tt=Sunday,+December+13,+2009&b=0&ni=120&no=56&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11ph4qi9v&sigb=1200bpji4&sigi=130g4nfon&sigt=10p91cq12&sign=10p91cq12&.crumb=5Vr9jAqIl5L&hsimp=yhs-imp2&hspart=goodsearch
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Text: Philip 
Doddridge, 1702–51, 
abr., alt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sometimes referred 
to as the “Collect,” 
these ancient 
prayers “collect” 
the thoughts of the 
day for the people 
in the form of a 
petition.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wrapped in the 

message of God’s 

Word is the most 

beautiful of 

Christmas presents, 

bought by Christ 

and carried to us by 

the Holy Spirit.  

Isn’t this what we 

are longing for? 

1  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And ev’ry voice a song. 
 

2  He comes the captives to release, 
In Satan’s prison held. 

The gates of brass before him burst; The iron fetters yield. 
 

3  He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of his grace To enrich the humble poor. 
 

4  Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Your welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring  With your beloved name. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of 
your mighty deliverance.  Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us 
with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Precious Gifts are Ours 

 
FIRST READING               1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for    
       this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but  
      test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 
23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  
     May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of    
   our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 
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Text: Valentin 
Thilo, 1607–62, 
alt.; tr. Arthur T. 
Russell, 1806–74, 
st. 1-3, alt.;  

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING     JOHN 1: 6-8, 19-29 
 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to 
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was 
not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and 
Levites to ask him who he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” 
    He said, “I am not.” 
   “Are you the Prophet?” 
    He answered, “No.” 
22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?” 
23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’”[Isaiah 40:1-11] 
24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent 25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if 

you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not 

know. 27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie.” 

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         Arise, O Christian People (#14) 
 

1  Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today. 
Prepare to greet the Savior, Who takes your sins away. 
To us by grace alone The truth and light was given; 
The promised Lord from heaven To all the world is shown. 

 

2  Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best. 
Cast out what would offend him, This great, this heav’nly guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: The lowly valleys raising, 
The heights of pride abasing, His path all even lay. 

 

  

Jesus Comes – with gifts that are Priceless 
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SERMON              based on Isaiah 61:1-3 
 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
        He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 

 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
  to comfort all who mourn, 
3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
  to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the LORD 
    for the display of his splendor. 
 
10 I delight greatly in the LORD; 
    my soul rejoices in my God. 
 For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
  so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
    and praise spring up before all nations. 
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Offerings are part of 
our worship life and 
our life in the church.  
During this time of 
social distancing, your 
offering may be left 
at the door or mailed 
or you may give 
online at 
www.gracelutheran.c
hurch.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. 
Vajda, 1919–2008. © 
1987 Concordia 
Publishing House. All 
rights reserved. Used 
by permission.  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      God’s Word (1 Timothy 2:1) encourages us to pray for 

everyone. 
 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
BLESSING 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen.  

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                        How Should I Not Have Known (#54) 

 
How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 
His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 
A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 

 

   Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 
Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned, 
To die, to live, and not alone for me, 
To die, to live, and not alone for me? 

 

http://www.gracelutheran.church/
http://www.gracelutheran.church/
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ADVENT MEDITATION 
 

Using accounts from the Old Testament, our focus is 
on this child who is The Lion of Judah, The Root of 
David, and The Lamb of God. Look for an email this 
Wednesday.  
  

 “Do not weep!  See, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed…  
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 
slain, standing in the center of the throne.”  
Rev.5:5,6 
 
 

PRAYERS 
   Jeanne Nesbihal and family – her father  

passed away this past week. 
   The Nitz’ – both Pastor and Mickie have fallen  
               this past week 

CALENDAR 
 
 

Wednesday – Advent devotion (check your inbox or online) 
Thursday - Bible Study online – 10 AM or 7 PM   
Sunday– Worship online (at your convenience) or in the breezeway at  

                9:30 AM. 
  Confirmation class  
  Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Christmas Concert livestream –  
                     1:00 PM (livestream.com/WLSLive)  
  California Lutheran High School Christmas Concert at 4:00 PM 
   (find their livestream info on the school’s website) 

 

 Christmas Eve – 4 PM    Christmas Day – Devotion by email   
   No New Years Eve service (unless we can meet indoors) 
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