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The Gifts of Christmas 

 
Gifts!  It’s that time of the year: when kids can’t 
wait to open them; when we spend way too much 
time in lines and online and in traffic searching for 
them; when we don’t know which ones to give 
and they are often ones we don’t need.   
  

God however has provided us with the perfect 
gift, the gift we cannot do without.  We’ll 
celebrate that gift of His Son at Christmas.  Until 
then, the Church uses the season of Advent to 
prepare us to receive that Gift.  Today:  Jesus 
Comes – through the Gift of Preaching. 
 

Advent (Latin for “He comes”) helps us prepare 
for and anticipate the festival of Christmas 
much like Lent helps us prepare for Easter.  The 
roots of Advent go back all the way to the 400’s 
in France and Italy. The color of the season is 
blue for royalty. Our King is coming! 

 

 Last Week:   Jesus Comes –  through the Gift of Baptism 

Today:    Jesus Comes – through the Gift of Preaching 

December 13: Jesus Comes –   with Gifts that are Priceless 

December 20: Jesus Comes –   with Gifts to Receive 

Christmas Eve -   Jesus –  the Greatest Gift  
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L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.            

 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

M:  Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to God the Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 
 

Silence for reflection 
 

M:  Holy and merciful Father,  
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I 
am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

 

C.   Amen.         John 20:21-23 
 
 
M: “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me.” 
C: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”     (Revelation 22:12,20) 
 

M:  We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in history.  
John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord.   

C:  We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire for 
renewal. 

 

M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 
 

After two advent candles are lit we sing this hymn that is at the center of God’s gift of 
preaching – Comfort! 
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Sometimes referred 
to as the “Collect,” 
these ancient 
prayers “collect” 
the thoughts of the 
day for the people 
in the form of a 
petition. Each of 
the prayers for 
Advent asks God to 
“Stir up… and 
come.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How long before 
Jesus comes?  
Listen to Peter’s 
encouragement to 
keep preparing. 

“Comfort, comfort all my people; Speak of peace,” so says our God. 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, Groaning from their sorrows’ load. 

Speak to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, That their warfare now is over.” 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming 
give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness 
of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 

C: Amen. 

 
 

A VOICE of ONE CALLING:  Prepare the way for the LORD 

 
FIRST READING (Not included in the video)   2 Peter 3:8-14 

 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance. 
 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid 
bare. 

 

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements 
will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new 
heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 
 

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be 
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 
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John the Baptizer is 

the key figure of 

Advent for he 

prepares the way 

for the One who 

would come to 

save – by his 

preaching. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: James L. Milligan, 
1876–1961, alt. 

GOSPEL READING      Mark 1:1-4 
 

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Christ the Son of God, 2 as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet: 
  

“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way”— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 
  

4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                       There’s a Voice in the Wilderness Crying (#13) 
 

1  There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, 
A call from the ways untrod: 
Prepare in the desert a highway, 
A highway for our God! 
The valleys shall be exalted, 
The lofty hills brought low; 
Make straight all the crooked places 
Where the Lord our God may go! 
 

2  O Christians, you bring good tidings; 
Get up to the heights and sing! 
Proclaim to a desolate people 
The coming of their King. 
Like the flow’rs of the field they perish; 
Like grass their works decay. 
The pow’r and pomp of nations 
Shall pass like a dream away; 
 

3  But the Word of our God is eternal; 
The arm of the Lord is strong. 
He stands in the midst of the nations, 
And he shall right the wrong. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd, 
The lambs shall gently hold, 
To pastures of peace shall lead them, 
And bring them safe to his fold. 
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SERMON              based on Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

   Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and proclaim to her 
       that her hard service has been completed, 
       that her sin has been paid for, 
       that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
         double for all her sins. 
 

3 A voice of one calling: 
        “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD; 
          make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
  every mountain and hill made low; 
  the rough ground shall become level, 
  the rugged places a plain. 
5      And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, 
      and all people will see it together. 
     For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
     “All people are like grass, 
      and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 
7            The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
          because the breath of the LORD blows on them. 
    Surely the people are grass. 
8          The grass withers and the flowers fall, 
        but the word of our God endures forever.” 
   

9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. 
  You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, 
        lift it up, do not be afraid; 
        say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” 
10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, 
            and he rules with a mighty arm. 
   See, his reward is with him, 
            and his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
    He gathers the lambs in his arms 
        and carries them close to his heart; 
    he gently leads those that have young. 
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Offerings are part of 
our worship life and 
our life in the church.  
During this time of 
social distancing, your 
offering may be left 
at the door or mailed 
or you may give 
online at 
www.gracelutheran.c
hurch.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Zechariah sang this 
song after the birth of 
his son John, who 
would prepare the 
way for the coming 
Savior.  The song is 
sometimes referred to 
as the Benedictus, 
which means bless in 
Latin.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH      God’s Word (1 Timothy 2:1) encourages us to pray for everyone. 
 

Each petition ends: 
 L.  In your mercy, 
 C.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:  Amen.  

 

BENDICTUS    
 

Now bless the God of Israel, who comes in love and power, 

  Who raises from the royal house Deliv’rance in this hour. 

Through holy prophets God has sworn to free us from alarm, 

  To save us from the heavy hand of all who wish us harm… 
 

Remembering the covenant, God rescues us from fear, 

  That we might serve in holiness and peace from year to year; 

And you, my child, shall go before to preach, to prophesy,  

  That all may know the tender love, the grace of God most high. 
 

In tender mercy God will send the Dayspring from on high, 

  Our rising sun, the light of life for those who sit and sigh, 

God comes to guide our way to peace that death shall reign no more, 

  Sing praises to the Holy One! O worship and adore! 

http://www.gracelutheran.church/
http://www.gracelutheran.church/
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ADVENT MEDITATION 
 
Using accounts from the Old Testament, our 
focus is on this child who is The Lion of Judah, 
The Root of David, and The Lamb of God. Look 
for emails with the link for the devotions each 
Wednesday or check our web site regularly.  

  
 “Do not weep!  See, the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah, the Root of David, has 
triumphed…  Then I saw a Lamb, looking 
as if it had been slain, standing in the 
center of the throne.”  Rev.5:5,6 
 

 
 
Advent devotions – Download the PDF 
Jesse’s Tree, a devotion for each day of  
December at Martin Luther College’s 
website or ask Pastor Sievert for a printed 
copy. 

 
 
CALENDAR 
 
 

Wednesday – Advent devotion (check your inbox or online) 
 

Thursday - Bible Study online – 10 AM or 7 PM   
 

Sunday– Worship online (at your convenience) or in the breezeway at  
                9:30 AM. 

 

  Confirmation class  
 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Christmas Concert livestream –  
                     1:00 PM (livestream.com/WLSLive)  
California Lutheran High School Christmas Concert at 4:00 PM 
   (find their livestream info on the school’s website) 

 
 Christmas Eve? Christmas Day?  No Women’s Advent by Candlelight 
 
PRAYERS 
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