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Following in Jesus’ 

Footsteps 
 

 Today: Planted 
 

 
Flowers are blooming. Fruit is repining. Veggies 
are ready to be picked. And the Word of God is 
planted in our hearts. May it produce an 
abundant harvest in you today so you may 
grow as a disciple of Christ. 
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STAND 

 
The sign of the 
cross and God’s 
Triune name help 
us remember our 
baptism (Matthew 
28:19). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. (spoken) 
 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:   Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
    For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
    For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
    For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
       O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 
 

 

 
ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  
In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead 
in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called shepherd:  

 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:   Amen. 
 
 
 

THE WORD 

 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M. Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to 
bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
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God’s Word will 
produce… that’s 
God’s promise! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The seed is planted 
and watered, but 
God makes it grow.

FIRST READING:       Isaiah 55:6-11    
 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
    call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake their ways 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts. 
Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways,” 
                                                          declares the LORD. 
 

9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 As the rain and the snow 
    come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it 
    without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish, 
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
    It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire 
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

 

SECOND READING     1 Corinthians 3:5-11 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his 
task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making 
it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants 
and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be 
rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s 
service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, 
and someone else is building on it. But each one should build with 
care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    Speak O Lord (#735) 

 

1  Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
That the light of Christ might be seen today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All your purposes for your glory. 

 
 
2  Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  

Holy reverence, true humility.  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 
 
3  Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  

Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
And you fill the earth with your glory. 

 

 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974 and Stuart Townend, b. 1963 © 2006 Thankyou Music; admin. EMI 
CMG Publishing. International copyright secured. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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FOLLOW IN 
JESUS’ 

FOOTSTEPS: 
 

Planted! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offerings are part 
of our worship life 
and our life in the 
church.  Moved by 
the three fold 
blessing of God, 
Christians 
cheerfully give and 
give generously so 
others may know 
the precious 
message of Jesus.  
During this time of 
social distancing, 
your offering may 
be left at the door 
or mailed or you 
may give online at 
www.graceluthera
n.church.  

SERMON LESSON        Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
    

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such 
large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 
while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many 
things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he 
was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came 
and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the 
sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 
they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced 
a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has 
ears, let them hear.” 
 
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone 
hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is 
the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers 
to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But 
since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The 
seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, 
but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 
word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 
sown.” 

  

http://www.gracelutheran.church/
http://www.gracelutheran.church/
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STAND APOSTLES CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day he rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and LORD’S PRAYER 

 
 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING         

 

 

M:   The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD makes his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with his favor and give you his peace. 
C: Amen. 
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 CLOSING SONG   Almighty God, Your Word is Cast (#324) 
 
 

1  Almighty God, your Word is cast 
Like seed into the ground; 
Now let the dew of heav’n descend 
And righteous fruits abound. 

 

2  Let not the foe of Christ and man 
This holy seed remove, 
But give it root in ev’ry heart 
To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3  Let not the world’s deceitful cares 
The rising plant destroy, 
But let it yield a hundredfold 
The fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4  Whene’er the precious seed is sown, 
Life-giving grace bestow 
That all whose souls the truth receive 
Its saving pow’r may know. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

Muriel Perkola family – a graveside service will be held for their comfort tomorrow. 

 
CALENDAR 
 

Thursday Bible Study online – 10 AM or 7 PM 
Sunday worship – online (at your convenience)    

     OR  9:30 here at church with communion. 

 
Preach you the Word and plant it home To those who like or like it not,  
The Word that shall endure and stand When flow’rs and mortals are forgot. 
 
Though some be snatched and some be scorched And some be choked and matted flat, The 
sower sows; his heart cries out, “Oh what of that, and what of that?” 
 
Preach you the Word and plant it home And never faint; the Harvest-Lord  
Who gave the sower seed to sow Will watch and tend his planted Word. 


