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WAITING FOR THE PROMISE 
Last week:       Watching with Noah 
Today:               Repenting with 

Nebuchadnezzar  
December 15:  Persevering with Job 
December 22:  Anticipating with Isaiah 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

WELCOME TO GRACE!   
   

   Things to know for worship:  
 

• The service is printed in this folder except for a couple of the songs.  You’ll find those 
in the red hymnals. Many of the songs and responses are on the screen as well. 

 

• A nursery is available for parents with young ones.  It is located in the back of the 
chapel. 

 

• Please sign our friendship register (located on the inside of each pew).  It helps us get 
to know one another better. 

 

• Offerings – Guests, please do not feel obligated to bring an offering.  The Bible 
teaches this is one way to say thank you to God, worship Him and serve others by 
supporting His ministry.  But it also teaches this shouldn’t be done because we “have 
to” but out of thanks for all He has done for us. Your gift to us is your presence with 
us today! 

  

• If you would like to know more about our church or what we teach and believe, or 
are interested in membership, please visit with our pastor.  There is also lots of 
material to look at in our information center in the entryway.  Join us for coffee and 
treats in the Grace Hall after worship! 

Accompanists: 

Phyllis Lindley   / David Stansfield 

            

www.Gracelutheran.church 
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6550 Fairmont Blvd 
Yorba Linda, CA 92886 
Office: 714-779-2384   

 
Pastor: Phillip Sievert  

720-364-1002  
(pastor@gracelutheran.church) 

 
 

Advent?  Christmas is supposed to be a joyous time, a perfect time, 
but too often it can’t live up to its hype. So the Church prepares to 
receive the real gift of Christmas and she does it through repentance.  
For when we know what we really need this Christmas – life with God 
through the Savior- it truly can be joyful.  
 

Today, we wait by  REPENTING WITH NEBUCHADNEZZAR. 
 
Advent (Latin for “coming”) dates back all the way to the 300’s in 
France and Italy.  The length of Advent was fixed at four weeks by 

about 600 AD.  There are three major themes to Advent: 
➢ The coming of Jesus into flesh at Christmas      (the past) 
➢ The coming of our Lord in his Word                     (the present) 
➢ And the coming of our Lord at the end of time. (the future) 

 

       

 

GATHERING           The Advent of Our King 

(CW #1)  

 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   
C: Amen.  
 

mailto:pastor@gracelutheran.church
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M: When the time had fully come, God sent his son, born of a woman, 
born under law, to redeem those under law, 

C: That we might receive the full rights of sons.  
 (Galatians 4:4, 5).  

 

M: John prepared people for the coming of our Lord by preaching a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of ours sins.  As baptized 
children of God, we confess: 

 

Silence for reflection 
 

M: Holy and merciful Father,  
C: I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you in 

my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

M: “Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me.” 
C: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.”      (Revelation 

22:12,20) 
 

M:  We light two Advent candles, remembering Jesus, who came in 
history. John the Baptist prepared the way of the Lord. 
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C:  We light two Advent candles as a sign of our repentance and desire 
for renewal. 

 

M:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

The advent candles are lit as we sing the following Advent song: 
 

Refrain:   For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits, truly my hope is 
in you. 

 
2. O        Spring  of            Joy,               rain   down       up  

-  on    our  

 
 spir   -   its.                 Our        thirs-ty     hearts        are   yearn-

ing     for   your  

 
Word.       Come, make us whole,      be    com-fort      to    our    

hearts. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

 

M: Let us pray. 
 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By 
his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path 
through the darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
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Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.        C: Amen. 

FIRST LESSON              Romans 
15:4-13 

Joy and unity and hope are the fruits of repentance which show in the lives 

who  are prepared for the Lord. 
  

4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so 
that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the 
encouragement they provide we might have hope. 
5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the 
same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that 
with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to 
bring praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of 
the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the promises made to the 
patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

             I will sing the praises of your name.”[Psalm 18:49] 
10 Again, it says,   “Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.”[Deut.32:43] 
11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 
               let all the peoples extol him.”[Psalm 117:1] 
12 And again, Isaiah says,    “The Root of Jesse will spring up, 
              one who will arise to rule over the nations; 
              in him the Gentiles will hope.”[Isaiah 11:10] 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A4-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28313b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A4-13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28314c
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13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

   

 

PSALM 130 (p.114 in the front of the red hymnal)   “My soul waits for the Lord.” 
  

 

GOSPEL LESSON                   Matthew 

3:1-12 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
 ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for 
him.’”[Isaiah 40:3] 

 

4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt 
around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went 
out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 
Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 
 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 
where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23196a
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with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 
 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat 
into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 
 M.  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 C.  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY (#16) 
 

 
SERMON                              REPENTING WITH 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR   
                                                                                       based on 
Daniel 4:19-37                     
  

      
 

Due to the length of the lesson, you may want to follow 
along in the pew Bible (p.628 or on your favorite Bible app. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born  of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 
dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church - the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 
the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERING  
 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

 Each petition concludes… 
 
    M.  Lord in your mercy, 

          C.  Hear our prayer. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
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deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

SONG OF ZECHARIAH   Zechariah sang this song after the birth of his son John, who 

would prepare the way for the coming Savior.   
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CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING2 Corinthians 13:11; Romans 12:16; Psalm 100:2; Numbers 6:24-26 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.  

  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
  The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C:        AMEN. 

 

CLOSING HYMN      Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

(#389) 

 
ADVENT WORSHIP A service of Evening Prayer and Devotion will be held each of the 

Wednesday nights during Advent at 7:00 PM under the theme:  Isaiah’s Pictures of 
Promise.  The devotions will center on some of the beautiful prophecies in Isaiah which 
tell of the coming Kingdom of Christ and what it means for us as we prepare again for 
His coming. 

Potluck suppers will be held beforehand from 6:00-7:00 PM 
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1  The Advent of Our King – Back 

  

1  The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy. 
  

2  The everlasting Son Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on To set his servants free. 
  

3  O Zion’s Daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let a faithless heart despise The peace he comes to bring. 
  

4  As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again 

And his true members all unite With him in heav’n to reign. 
  

5  Before the dawning Day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on. 
  

6  All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity. 
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16  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry – Back 

  

1  On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Come, then, and listen, for he brings 
Good news about the King of kings. 
  

2  Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin 

And furnished for a guest within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 
  

3  We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward. 
Without your grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 
  

4  Stretch forth your hand, our health restore, 

And lift us up to fall no more. 
Oh, make your face on us to shine, 
And fill the world with love divine. 
  

5  All praise to you, eternal Son, 

Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 
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389  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me – Back 

  

1  Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee; 

Let the water and the blood From thy riven side which flowed 
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
  

2  Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill thy law’s demands. 

Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save and thou alone. 
  

3  Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to thy cross I cling; 

Naked, come to thee for dress, Helpless, look to thee for grace. 
Foul, I to the fountain fly—Wash me, Savior, or I die! 
  

4  While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, See thee on thy judgment throne, 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in thee! 
 


	CLOSING HYMN      Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (#389)

