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WELCOME!  We are happy you are with us today.  It would be a 

pleasure to get to know you better.  We invite you to join any of our 

activities.  See the schedule in the bulletin. To our guests: Please sign 

the friendship register as it is passed down the pews. 

 The ushers are here to help you during the service.  If you need 

anything (temperature adjustment, restrooms, large print worship 

materials, hearing amplifiers, etc.) feel free to ask them. Rest rooms 

and a drinking fountain can be found across the breezeway in Grace 

Hall.  Our Information Table contains free devotions, Bibles, 

pamphlets, and other things for you to take home. 

 Five or ten minutes before the service, the organist will be playing 

music to encourage worshipers to find seats and get ready for worship. 

We ask that during the time before the service, everyone refrain from 

loud talking so that those who wish to pray and meditate silently may 

do so.  Please turn off cell phones when you enter the church. 

http://www.gracelutheran.church/
mailto:gracewels@sbcglobal.net
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 The Nursery is available for parents whose children become 

restless.  It is located behind the right pews.   

To request prayers, hymns for future services, etc. please fill out an 

index card and hand it to an usher or Pastor.  

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN:  CW #376 Jesus, Your Blood and 

Righteousness 

1  Jesus, your blood and righteousness My beauty are, my 

glorious dress; 

Mid flaming worlds, in these arrayed, With joy shall I lift up my 

head. 

 

2  Bold shall I stand in that great day—Who can a word against 

me say? 

Fully through you absolved I am From sin and fear, from guilt 

and shame. 
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3  Lord, I believe your precious blood, Which at the very throne 

of God 

Forever will for sinners plead, For me—e’en for my soul—was 

shed. 

 

4  Lord, I believe were sinners more Than sands upon the 

ocean shore, 

You have for all a ransom paid, For all a full atonement made. 

 

5  When from the dust of death I rise To claim my mansion in 

the skies, 

E’en then this shall be all my plea: Jesus has lived and died for 

me. 

 

6  Jesus, be worshiped endlessly! Your boundless mercy has 

for me, 

For me and all your hands have made, An everlasting ransom 

paid. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD - page 38 

Please Stand 

 

Pastor:       The grace of our Lord ✙ Jesus Christ and the love 

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

Pastor:       We have come into the presence of God, who 

created us to love and serve Him as His dear children. 

But we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our 

sins to Him and plead for His mercy. 

People: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful 

from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against 

you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy 

upon me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse 

me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

Pastor:       God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your 

sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You 

are His own dear child. May God give you strength to 

live according to His will. 

People:     Amen. 
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Pastor:       In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

People sing:  

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they 

who take refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it 

stands firm in the heavens. Your faithfulness continues 

forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed 

are they who take refuge in him.  

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:       Let us pray: O Lord, our God, govern that nations 

on earth and direct the affairs of this world so that your 

Church may worship you in peace and joy; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People sing: Amen. 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON -  Zechariah 13:7-9 (EHV) 
7Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 

and against the man who is my associate, declares the 

LORD of Armies. 

Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, 
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and I will turn my hand against the little ones. 
8This will take place in the whole land, declares the LORD: 

Two thirds of those who remain in it will be cut off and 

perish, 

but one third will be left in it. 
9I will put that third into the fire, 

and I will refine them as silver is refined, 

and I will test them as gold is tested. 

They will call on my name, and I will answer them. 

I will say, “This is my people.” 

And they will say, “The LORD is my God.” 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY - Psalm 103  CW #238 Oh, Bless the 

Lord. My Soul 

1  Oh, bless the Lord, my soul! 

Let all within me join 

And aid my tongue to bless his name 

Whose favors are divine. 

 

2  Oh, bless the Lord, my soul, 

Nor let his mercies lie 

Forgotten in unthankfulness 
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And without praises die. 

 

3  ’Tis he forgives my sins; 

’Tis he relieves my pain; 

’Tis he that heals my sicknesses 

And makes me young again. 

 

4  He fills the poor with good; 

He gives the suff’rers rest; 

The Lord has judgments for the proud 

And justice for th’ oppressed. 

 

5  His wondrous works and ways 

He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world his truth and grace 

By his beloved Son. 

 

SECOND LESSON -    Galatians 3:23–29   (EHV) 
23But before this faith came, we were held in custody under 

the law, imprisoned until the coming faith was revealed. 24So 

the law was our chaperone until Christ, so that we might be 
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justified by faith. 25But now that this faith has come, we are no 

longer under a chaperone.  
26In fact, you are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 27Indeed, as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is not Jew or 

Greek, slave or free, male or female, for you are all one and 

the same in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then 

you are Abraham’s descendants and heirs according to the 

promise.  

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

Pastor:   Alleluia. Because we are his children, God has sent 

the spirit of his Son into hearts, crying “Abba! Father!” 

. Alleluia. 

People sing: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are 

written that we may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

Please Stand 

 

THE GOSPEL -     Luke 9:18–24 (EHV)   
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18One time when Jesus was praying alone and the disciples 

were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say that I 

am?”  
19They answered, “‘John the Baptist,’ but others say, 

‘Elijah,’ and others say ‘one of the ancient prophets come back 

to life.’”  
20He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”  

And Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  
21He gave them a strict command not to tell this to anyone. 

22He said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law. He 

must be killed and be raised on the third day.”  
23Jesus said to all of them, “If anyone wants to come after 

me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow 

me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.  

 

 After the Gospel, the people sing: 

People sing: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Please Be Seated. All children are invited to the front for the 

Children’s Message. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: CW #539 In Christ There Is No East 

nor West 

1  In Christ there is no east or west, In him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love Throughout the whole wide 

earth. 

 

2  With God there is no tribe or race; In him we all are one. 

He loves us as his children through Our faith in his dear Son. 

 

3  So, brothers, sisters, praise his name Who died to set us 

free 

From sin, division, hate, and blame, From spite and enmity! 

 

4  Join hands, disciples of the faith, Whate’er your race may 

be; 

Who serves my Father as his child Is surely kin to me. 
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5  In Christ now meet both east and west; In him meet south 

and north. 

All Christly souls are one in him Throughout the whole wide 

earth. 

 

THE SERMON Galatians 3:23-29 

  FREEDOM IN CHRSIT – People with a Promise      

 

Please Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED – sung (tune: CW #169) 

I believe in God the Father, Maker of the heav’n and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, our Savior, God’s own Son of human 

birth. 

Virgin-born, the Lord incarnate, Whom the Spirit did 

conceive; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; He’s the God whom I 

believe! 

Crucified, was dead and buried Down to hell in victory; 

From the dead he rose the third day; Up to heav’n 

triumphantly. 

There at God’s right hand he’s ruling, By his will the world 

is led. 
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He will come to judge the nations, Both the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in God the Spirit, In his Church, his chosen band. 

They are joined in sweet communion, Holy in his sight they 

stand. 

I believe in sins forgiven; I believe I’ll rise again; 

I believe in life eternal. Amen! Amen! Amen! 

 

Please Be Seated. 

 

OUR THANK OFFERING TO THE LORD 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and 

thank you for all that you give us day after day. 

People: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show 

us. 

Pastor: You have given us your precious Word to nourish 

our souls and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, 

the world, and our sinful nature. 

People: We thank you for those who teach and preach 

your saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant 

them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 
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Pastor: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from 

every kind of danger, sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, 

and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by 

land, sea, and air. Keep our loved ones from whatever perils 

may threaten them. 

People: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are 

sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort all who 

are old and infirm. 

Pastor: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold 

offices of high trust. Keep our government and schools 

upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship 

and useful vocations, that we may enjoy your gifts of peace, 

security, and well-being. 

People: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. 

Where there are wars, may there be peace. Where there 

is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, 

danger, or disaster, come with your almighty power to 

help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Pastor: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private 

petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
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Pastor: We bring these requests before you in the name of 

Jesus our Lord and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, 

our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and 

offerings, and use them to your glory. 

People: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you 

in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

HYMN: CW#  297 Baptized in Water 

1  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 

Cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: Heirs of salvation, 

Trusting his promise, Faithfully now God’s praise we sing. 
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2  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 

Dead in the tomb with Christ our King: One with his rising, 

Freed and forgiven, Thankfully now God’s praise we sing. 

 

3  Baptized in water, Sealed by the Spirit, 

Marked with the sign of Christ our King: Born of one Father, 

We are his children; Joyfully now God’s praise we sing. 

 

CLOSING SERVICE - page 43-44 

 

Please Stand 

Pastor:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy 

Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in your 

grace and truth, protect and comfort us in tall 

temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People sing: Amen 

Pastor:       Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in 

harmony with one another. Serve 

       the Lord with gladness. 

       The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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       The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. 

       The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you 

peace. 

People sing: Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

Please Be seated 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN: CW #332 Go, My Children     

1  Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—You are my own. 

 

2  Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story; Here you touched him, 

saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 

 

3  Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me; 
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Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; Here his tender comfort 

stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free. 

 

4  I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace; 

I the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace. 

SILENT PRAYER 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POSTLUDE 
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