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Introduction to the Triduum Services 

The enormous significance of Christ’s suffering, death, 

and resurrection has always been the central focus of 

Christian worship. Prior to the fourth century, Easter Day 

itself included all three emphases, but thereafter they were 

distributed over three days of special observance, which 

Augustine called the most holy Triduum of the crucified, 

buried, and risen Lord. These days have long been 

understood as the climax of the church’s year. 

Since the last half of the 20th century, Lutherans have 

been rediscovering the richness of ancient Triduum and 

adapting the traditional services associated with it for use in 
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evangelical Lutheran worship. Christian Worship: Occasional 

Services includes these forms of the Triduum services: a 

Maundy Thursday service that includes the stripping of the 

altar in preparation for Good Friday; Good Friday: Service of 

the Cross of Christ; Good Friday: Service of Darkness 

(Tenebrae); and the Vigil of Easter. In keeping with their 

origins, the Triduum services are closely connected with one 

another. Conceptually they are a single service that extends 

over the three holy days. 

Good Friday is part of the Triduum (Three Days) which 

began with the Maundy Thursday service. (Adapted from 

Christian Worship: Occasional Services, page 183) 

LORD’S SUPPER will be celebrated in our service this 

evening. Scripture teaches us that those who commune 

together must first establish a fellowship bond. Therefore, we 

ask that any visitors who might wish to commune with us 

please first speak to the pastor to discuss this fellowship 

bond. 

PERSONAL PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION - 

page 156 

 

SILENT MEDITATION 

WELCOME 

RESPONSIVE (From Isaiah 53) 

Pastor: He was despised and rejected by men; 

People: a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
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Pastor: and as one from whom men hide their faces, 

People: he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Pastor: Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; 

People: yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, 

and afflicted. 

Pastor: But he was wounded for our transgressions, 

People: he was bruised for our iniquities; 

Pastor: upon him was the chastisement that made us 

whole, 

People: and with his stripes we are healed. 

Pastor: All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 

turned everyone to his own way; 

People: and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Pastor: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

People: yet he opened not his mouth. 

Pastor: By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

People: And as for his generation, who considered that 

he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

stricken for the transgression of my people? 

Pastor: And they made his grave with the wicked and with 

a rich man in his death, 

People: although he had done no violence, and there 

was no deceit in his mouth. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:            Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his 
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forgiveness. 

People: Almighty God, merciful Father, 

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all 

my heart. 

In what I have done and left undone 

I have pursued my ways instead of your ways, 

I have not loved my brothers and sisters as 

myself. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now 

and in eternity. 

I am truly sorry for my sins. 

I repent of them. 

I beg for your mercy, O Lord. 
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Silence for meditation 

 

Pastor: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered 

and died for us. 

People: Cleanse me from my sins, Release me from my 

guilt. 

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful 

life. 

 

The minister pronounces a corporate absolution with 

these words: 

 

Pastor: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has 

sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, God 

forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his 

marvelous light. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and 

reconciled us to God and has promised us the 

power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his 

promise, therefore, be reconciled with one another. 

All: Brothers and sisters may the peace of Christ 
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rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our 

actions. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your 

own body on the tree so that we might have life. May 

we and all who remember this day find new life in 

you now and in the world to come, where you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN: The Power of the Cross (See next page) 
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THE FIRST WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING: John 19:14-16a; Luke 23:32-34a 

It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about 

the sixth hour. Here is your king, Pilate said to the Jews. But 

they shouted, Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him! 

Shall I crucify your king? Pilate asked. We have no king but 

Caesar, the chief priests answered. Finally Pilate handed him 

over to them to be crucified. 

Two other men both criminals, were also led out with 

him to be executed. When they came to the place called the 

Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals, one 

on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Prince of Peace. 

When you were mocked, you did not respond with 

harsh words. When you were tormented you did 

not react in anger. When you were nailed to the 

cross, you prayed for forgiveness for those who 

caused you to suffer. Give to us the virtues of 

gentleness, patience, and a forgiving spirit, that we 

may repay evil with good. Teach us also to love 

our enemies, and as children of the heavenly 

Father, to live in peace with all people. 
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People: Amen. 

 

THE SECOND WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 23:35-43 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered 

at him. They said, He saved others; let him save himself if he 

is the Christ of God, the Chosen One. 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered 

him wine vinegar and said, If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself. 

There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS 

IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at 

him: Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us! But the other 

criminal rebuked him. Don’t you fear God, he said, since you 

are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we 

are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 

nothing wrong.
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Then he said, Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom. 

Jesus answered him, I tell you the truth, today you will 

be with me in paradise. 

 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, in your infinite mercy you heard 

the plea of the dying thief on the cross next to you. 

We pray that you would open our hearts in mercy 

to welcome those who turn to you, and rejoice in 

their salvation. When our last hour comes, hold us 

firm in our faith, and bring us also to live with you in 

paradise. 

People: Amen. 

THE THIRD WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING John 19:25-27 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s 

sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdalene. When 

Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, Dear woman, here is 

your son, and to the disciple, Here is your mother. From that 

time on, his disciple took her into his home. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, while you suffered the agony of 
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the cross, your thoughts turned to the welfare of 

others. Your concern was for your mother in her 

sorrow. We pray that you would regard with pity all 

parents who mourn the death of their children, and 

all parents who sorrow because their children have 

gotten into trouble or forsaken their faith. By the 

power of your healing, we pray that parents and 

children may know peace, and that relationships 

may be restored. 

People:  Amen. 

HYMN:  (Choir will sing) Beneath His Cross She Watches 

THE FOURTH WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 27:45-47 

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came 

over all the land, About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which means, My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me? When some of those 

standing there heard this, they said, He’s calling Elijah. 

 

 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

Lord God, Father of all people and Creator of all that 

exists, you hold all people in your power. We pray 

that you would not forsake the world which your 



 

 

 12 

Son died to redeem. Even though we still see the 

influence of sin and evil all around us, assure us of 

your continued presence in our midst. Help us to 

know your love in our lives, so we can show your 

presence to others. 

People: Amen. 

THE FIFTH WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING John 19:28-29 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that 

the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, I am thirsty.  A jar 

of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put 

the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ 

lips.  

 

Pastor: Let us Pray. 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, you endured not only 

spiritual anguish but also physical pain on the cross 

in our place. We thirst for the healing that only you 

can provide. When we find ourselves suffering, give 

us peace and patience to endure the pain that 

comes our way. Bring to our minds all that you 

endured for us and give us the strength to bear our 

burdens by the grace of your holy example. 

People: Amen. 

THE SIXTH WORD 
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SCRIPTURE READING John 19:30a 

...When he had received the drink, Jesus said, It is finished. 

 

Pastor: Let us Pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ you are the Author and Finisher 

of our faith. You did not stop short of finishing the 

task given to you by your Father. We pray that you 

would complete in us also everything that you 

intend for us, so that as children of the heavenly 

Father, we may live for his glory. 

People: Amen. 
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THE SEVENTH WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 23:44-46; Matthew 27:54 

Darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 

for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, Father, into 

your hands I commit my spirit. When he had said this, he 

breathed his last. 

(Pause for meditation) 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding 

Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they 

were terrified, and exclaimed, Surely, he was the Son of God! 

 

Pastor:  Let us Pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as you gave your life on the cross 

in our place, you commended your spirit into the 

loving hands of your heavenly Father. Give us the 

grace to trust in you for all things. When our last 

hour comes, grant us peace that we may close our 

eyes with confidence, knowing that we also will 

dwell forever in the hands of our heavenly Father. 

People: Amen. 

HYMN:  “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed” Christian 

Worship #129 
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1  Alas! and did my Savior bleed, And did my Sov’reign die? 

Would he devote that sacred head For sinners such as I? 

 

2  Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, And love beyond degree! 

 

3  Well might the sun in darkness hide And shut its glories in 

When God, the mighty Maker, died For his own creatures’ sin. 

 

4  Thus might I hide my blushing face While his dear cross 

appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, And melt my eyes to tears. 

 

5  But drops of grief can ne’er repay The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away—’Tis all that I can do. 

SERMON.  John 19:30 

It is Finished! 

HYMN:   Oh, Perfect Life of Love Christian Worship #138 
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1  Oh, perfect life of love! All, all is finished now, 

All that he left his throne above To do for us below. 

 

2  No work is left undone Of all the Father willed; 

His toil, his sorrows, one by one, The Scriptures have fulfilled. 

 

3  No pain that we can share But he has felt its smart; 

All forms of human grief and care Have pierced that tender 

heart. 

 

4  And on his thorn-crowned head And on his sinless soul 

Our sins in all their guilt were laid That he might make us 

whole. 

 

5  In perfect love he dies; For me he dies, for me! 

O all-atoning Sacrifice, You died to make me free! 

 

6  In ev’ry time of need, Before the judgment throne, 
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Your works, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead, Your merits, not my 

own. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH - Good Friday 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, you are a just God who accepts 

nothing less than perfection. All too often we fail to 

realize how much our sins offend you. We forget 

that the wages of sin truly is death. We forget that 

there actually is a hell. Lead us to recognize the 

seriousness of our sinfulness. Lead us also to admit 

our inability to make things right with you. 

People: Teach us to look to you as the only one who can 

make us just and right. 

Pastor: Today we are reminded not only of your justice but 

also of your love, You did not spare your own Son 

but gave him as a ransom for each one of us. 

Comfort us with the knowledge of this great love. 

Give us the peace that the forgiveness of sins 

brings. 

People: When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross, 

where our guilt was washed away in Jesus 

blood. 
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Pastor: Lord, Jesus, we thank you for paying the debt that 

we could not pay. We thank you for coming to 

earth so that we could be with you forever in 

heaven. 

People: For being our perfect substitute, we thank you, 

Lord Jesus. 

Pastor: Son of God, you offered up your body as an 

unblemished sacrifice for sin and commended 

your spirit into the hands of your Father. Teach us 

to cast the cares of this brief life on our heavenly 

Father and commit our bodies and souls to his 

love. 

People: Give us the courage to face death, knowing that 

it is the gate to our home in heaven. 

Pastor: Hear us, Lord, as we offer our personal thanks for 

the forgiveness that you have given us and for the 

home that you have won for us. 

Silent Prayer 

Pastor: The cross was once an instrument of death. It is now 

a sign of life. 

People: Dear Savior, we humbly kneel at the cross in awe 

of your power and of your love. Amen. 

81999 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by 

permission. 
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LORD’S PRAYER (prayed quietly) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please Stand 

THE SACRAMENT 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is good and right so to do. 

Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times 

and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of 

salvation to all people by His death on the tree of 

the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a 

tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

HYMN: The Lamb 

The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 

Faith sees, believes God will provide the Lamb of 

price! 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering.  

The Lamb, the Lamb, let earth join heav’n His praise 

to sing. 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness. 

He lives, forgives, He gives me His own 

righteousness. 

Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

 

Text and Tune: Gerald P. Coleman. Copyright 1987 

MorningStar Music Publishers. 

Reprinted OneLicense A-716153 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
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HYMN: “Were You There?” Christian Worship 119 

1  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

2  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

 

3  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

SILENT PRAYER 

SILENT MEDITATION 

 

You are invited to remain for silent meditation as long as you 

wish. There is an offering basket in the back of church if you 

wish to leave an offering today. Our Triduum devotion will 

continue on Saturday evening with the Easter Vigil service at 

6:30 pm. 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

Tonight:   Good Friday Tenebrae Service with Communion - 

7:00 pm 

Saturday: April 20, Easter Vigil - 6:30 pm 

Sunday:   April 21, Easter Sunrise Service - 7:00 am 

     April 21  Easter Breakfast - 8:00 am 

                April 21, Easter Festival Service - 9:30 am 
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