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Christian Memorial Service 

Celebrating the Life of 

The Reverend Dayton Arthur Fritz 

July 11, 1924 – January 6, 2018 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

6550 Fairmont Blvd. 

Yorba Linda, CA 92886 

714/779-2384 

 

Saturday, January 13, 2018 

4:00 pm 

 
Pre Service Music:  Mrs. Marjorie Erickson 

 

Worship Leader: Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht 

 

The Order of Worship for Christian Funeral: Christian Worship, pages 144-147. 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER 

M:    In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in the 

promise of the resurrection. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened, and I 

will give you rest.” 

         Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend Lazarus, and you consoled Mary 

and Martha in their distress. Draw near to us who mourn for Pastor Dayton Fritz, 

and dry the tears of all who weep. Calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and 

fears, and lead us to praise you for having brought him to faith. In your rising from 

the dead, you conquered death and opened the gates to eternal life. Strengthen us 

with your Word, and lead us through this earthly life until at last we are united with 

you and all the saints in glory everlasting. Amen. 
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PSALM 23 

 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

  he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. 

 He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

 I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

  your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. 

 You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

 Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,    

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

HYMN: "In Christ Alone" (next two pages) 
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RESURRECTION COMFORT 

M: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 

have received from God. The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: “The wages of sin 

is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Jesus gives us 

this comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 

M: Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to God! 

C: He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

M: When Christ, who is our life, appears, 

C: Then we also will appear with him in glory. 

M: We will be before the throne of God 
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C: And serve him day and night in his temple. 

M: Never again will we hunger; 

C: Never again will we thirst. 

M: For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to 

springs of living water. 

C: And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

M: Let us pray. 

God of all grace, you sent your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death and to open 

the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives, we 

too shall live. Comfort us with your promise that neither death nor life nor things 

present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from your love which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

LESSONS 

Job 19:23-27 

Revelation 21:2-4, 6, 7 

John 11:17-25 

 

HYMN: "Speak, O Lord" (next page) 
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SERMON: "The memory of the righteous will be a blessing" (Proverbs 10:7a). 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN: "Jerusalem the Golden" (next page) 
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PRAYERS 

M: Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have finished 

their lives in faith and now rest from their labors. We remember especially our 

loved one, Dayton Fritz, whom you have redeemed by the blood of your Son and 

received as your dear child through Holy Baptism. We thank you for giving him to 

us as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your compassion, comfort all who 

are sad in this hour. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: We praise you for your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death. In our 

earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy in the 

forgiveness of sins, and hope in the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

M: You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through your Word 

and sacrament. You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when there is 

loneliness now and in the days to come. Brighten our future with a firm trust in your 

promises and care. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 

 

A special prayer or intercession may follow. 

 

M: Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior has 

taught us: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING: The Choir of Grace Lutheran Church 

Please stay for supper following the service today. Thank you to the Women’s Guild of 

Grace Lutheran Church for preparing the meal. 
 

Dayton Arthur Fritz was born on July 11, 1924, to Arthur and Louise (Stein) Fritz in 

Lewiston, Minnesota, at the family farmhouse. He was baptized into the Christian faith 

on August 11, 1924.  When he was three the family moved to Wisconsin, eventually 

settling in Waukesha, where he attended Trinity Lutheran Church.  After graduating from 

Waukesha High School, Dayton began working at Waukesha Motors. In 1945, at age 21, 

Dayton moved to Bakersfield, California, and worked at the Borell’s Dairy while 

attending the University of California, Davis.  He went on to complete a two year course 

in Dairy Industry.  After completing his studies he was employed in the University Farm 

Creamery as plant superintendent.  This contributed to his life-long love of cheese and ice 

cream.    

 

Feeling he had a vocation to become a pastor, Dayton left California in 1951 and began 

his ministerial training at Concordia Seminary in Springfield, Illinois.  While attending, 

Dayton participated as a local chapter officer in the Walther League young adult 

association.   During a national convention held in Chicago, Illinois, he met his future 

wife, Eleanor Hupp, who fared from Ottawa, Canada.  They stayed in touch through 

letters and a few visits and after three years of courtship they were married on September 

4, 1954. They went on to have seven children who were born in Kansas, Illinois, New 

York, and Canada.   Dayton and Ellie were married for 55 years until Ellie entered 

heaven on January 10, 2010.    

 

Dayton completed the Seminary in 1957 after having served a vicarage in Big Bend, 

Kansas.  He was ordained at First Lutheran Church of Logan, and Redeemer Lutheran 

Church of Monkton, Ontario, Canada.  From 1960-1963, Dayton served at Redeemer 

Lutheran Church in Auburn, New York.  From 1963-1970, he served at St Paul Lutheran 

Church in Elmira, Ontario, Canada.    From 1970-1973, Dayton served at Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church in Daggett, Michigan.  From 1973-1980 he served at Hope Lutheran 

Church in Indian River and Grace Lutheran Church in Gaylord, Michigan.  From 1980-

1984, Dayton was able to fulfill a life-long dream to return to California.  He accepted a 

call to Christ the King Lutheran Church in La Habra Heights, California.   In 1984, 

Dayton accepted his last call to Trinity Lutheran Church in Ridgecrest, California.  He 

officially retired in 2001 after 44 years in the public ministry.  Dayton moved to the 

Oakmont Assisted Living Facility in Chino Hills in 2013 where he became a member at 

Grace Lutheran Church in Yorba Linda.   
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Dayton went to heaven on January 6, 2018.  He was preceded in death by his wife Ellie, 

his brothers Gerald (Lucy), Robert (Jean) and Arthur; and his sisters Donna (David)  and 

Dolores.     He is survived by two brothers, Wayne (Darlene) and Norman (Lola), and 

three sisters-in-law (Anne, Myrna and Carol Jean); seven children:  John, Ruth, Anne, 

Paula, Debra, Krista and Mark (Caroline), five grandchildren: Brianna (Joe), Jessica, 

Ashley, Royce and Ian, and two great grandchildren:  Logan and Emerson.   

 

Dayton loved to sing, and while he was a minister, his voice could always be heard above 

the congregation when hymns or psalms were sung.  He also was an avid whistler.  

Dayton devoted his life to his congregations and the communities to where he served.   

He freely confessed his faith in Jesus as his Savior whom he trusted to forgive his sins 

and give him eternal life.  He often expressed a desire to leave this world of troubles and 

be with Jesus.  We know that Dayton is now home in heaven and joyfully reunited with 

all those he loved who went there before him.  His body was laid to rest next to Ellie’s  

this morning at Desert Memorial Park in Ridgecrest to await the resurrection on the Last 

Day. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to Grace Lutheran Church, 6550 Fairmont 

Blvd, Yorba Linda, CA 92886, to Mission for the Visually Impaired, 375 Bridgeport 

Way, South St., Paul, MN 55075 or to California Lutheran High School, 31970 Central 

St., Wildomar, CA 92595. 
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